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social problem that is vexing us to-day—the problem
xof private property and public poverty. And English
political theory made its answer to the question, * What
must we do to be saved ? ' by pointing back to Natural
Law, to the imagined state of equality, liberty, and
peace, and by insisting that only with the destruction
of individual ownership can human happiness and
freedom be guaranteed. Let us pass by the evidence
of John Ball as being the oratory of an interested
agitator. But Wycliffe, who died three years later
with a European reputation as a reformer and philo-
sopher, made no hesitation in proclaiming his theory
that society must be unified. But the unification which
he demands is of a double nature. The breakdown of
feudalism and the growth of large and wealthy towns
was destroying the static nature of the old agricultural
society, breaking the balance of forces, and leading
England to that chaos of baronial jealousy and
mercenary warfare which culminated in the Wars of
the Roses. A hundred years before those wars and a
hundred and fifty years before the Tudor monarchs
entered on their national policy Wycliffe had seen
the necessity for cohesion and for the gathering of
powers into the grip of one central authority. He
therefore decided that the best form of government
is a monarchy with plenary powers, against which there
can be no resistance on the part of the subject because
this, though a civil power, is ordained by God. Into
the intricacies of the theological problems involved
we need not enter; it is sufficient to notice that
Wycliffe demands the unification of a decaying and
disruptive society under a virtuous and omnipotent
monarch. But he also sees that the roots of the social
problem go far deeper than that. The mere construc-
tion of external authorities may be extremely useful,

